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TURN BACK TIME 
AND EXPLORE 

FOLKESTONE’S PAST

TIME ZONE

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

STEP 4

STEP 5

STEP 6

Colour in the four time 
zone pictures.

Cut out the back wheel, following 
the thick black line.

Cut out the front wheel 
then push out the two 
perforated rectangles.

Colour in the front 
wheel if you want to.

Make a hole in the centre of 
each wheel (marked by a dot). 
Ask an adult to help you. Put 
plasticine or blutack under the 
dot and push scissors through.

Put the front wheel on top of the back 
wheel. Push the split pin through 
both holes then splay it to fix the two 
wheels together.

Back wheel

Front wheel

THE 
TIME 

WHEEL
Colour and make your 

own Time Wheel and take 
a journey into 

Folkestone’s history. 

Turn the Time Wheel and 
see four Time Zones from 

Folkestone’s past. 

To make your time wheel, 
you will need:
•	 scissors
•	 coloured pencils, pens 

or paints
•	 some plasticine or 

blutack

Now follow the steps 
below...

Push out this 
rectangle

Push out this 
rectangle
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BRONZE SWORD

A Bronze Age sword like this was found in the sea at 
Folkestone. It is thought to be about 3,500 years old. Bronze 
swords were made by pouring moulten bronze into a clay or 
stone mould. Their unusual shape made them stronger in 
battle. Swords like this were very valuable in the Bronze Age. 

ROUNDHOUSE

This was the kind of house most people lived in during the 
Iron Age, over 2000 years ago. Roundhouses were built from 

wood, with a thatched roof. Inside was one big room with a 
fireplace in the middle. The man in the picture is using bellows 

to blow air into a fire to make it hot enough to make iron.

HARE BROOCH
This beautiful brooch was found at the Roman villa on 

Folkestone’s East Cliff. It is made of copper alloy. It is at least 
1,700 years old. The hare was a Roman symbol of springtime - 
that’s where the Easter bunny comes from!  A brooch like this 

might have been given as a love token. Some say this hare has 
quite a human face. What do you think?

CASTLE

A Norman castle like this once stood 
on top of Castle Hill near Folkestone. 
It was built during the reign of King 
Stephen, in about 1140. Castles were 
built in lots of places at this time, 
when there many years of civil war.
The castles were made of wood. 
Later, some of them were 
rebuilt in stone, like 
Dover Castle.

FIND OUT 
MORE...

A Town Unearthed is a project investigating the archaeology and history of Folkestone. 
Archaeologists and local people are working together to uncover the story of Folkestone’s 
past.

On Folkestone’s East Cliff, we have been excavating a Roman villa. We want to find out as 
much as we can about this building and the people that lived there, because it is slowly 
disappearing as the cliffs erode. Lots of local people have helped with the digging and many 
schools have visited the villa to see what has been found. The front of the time wheel shows a 
Roman coin found during the dig.

In The Bayle we have been digging in people’s 
gardens to learn more about this very old part of  
Folkestone. There was once a castle and a priory 
here, and we have been hoping to find evidence of 
these ancient buildings.

We are also collecting people’s memories of 
Folkestone and doing lots of research using books 
and old documents. 

All sorts of events have been going on at the Villa 
and around the town, and there are more to come. 
To find out more about A Town Unearthed go to 
our website: www.atownunearthed.co.uk

Volunteer Pat showing children from 
Capel Primary School how to make
flour like the people of the Iron Age - 
using a quern stone. 


