
A Town Unearthed Research Group - Programme and Activities 
Oct 2011- March 2012 

 

 
 
This term we will be using S.E. Winbolt’s fascinating account of the 1924 East Cliff 
excavations as published in his book ‘Roman Folkestone’ as a basis for a range of research 
questions and approaches that include Iron Age and Roman life, local landscape and history.  
We hope that the book itself will be available on line shortly but in meantime I will provide 
copies and handouts.  
 
The group will be meeting fortnightly on Tuesday evenings starting Tuesday 18th October 
(6.30-8pm at UCF unless otherwise stated) for talks, workshops and seminars.  
ALL ARE WELCOME - PLEASE JUST TURN UP  
Our meetings are very informal and whilst group members are encouraged to read and 
research its not necessary-many simply enjoy discussion.  
You are very welcome to email or call Lesley or Hannah to discuss. 
 
Suggested themes include:  

 The likely topography of the landscape in Roman time  

 Other Roman and Iron Age finds in the area and their significance  

 The route of the lost Roman road  

 Further study of the Winbolt finds (from the book and using the Winbolt collection 
and accompanying documentation at Folkestone Library) 

 Winbolt’s Dramatis Personae more about the people who took part  

 Who lived in the villa-Winbolt’s ideas and those of contemporary archaeologists  

 Place names and their significance (lost Walton)  
  

 Tues 18th Oct - ‘I tell it my own way’ - Winbolt, Folkestone and the Meaning of 
Archaeology in the C20th.   Lesley Hardy.   Open Talk (all welcome) 

 

 Tues 25th Oct – Seminar - Looking at research questions for Folkestone 
 

 Tues 1st Nov – Talk - Map Regression and its Uses in Folkestone Area. Richard Cross .  
 

 Tues 15th Nov - Seminar - Presentation on findings including work on querns 
 

 Tues 29th Nov - Understanding the Historic Landscape of the East Cliff area of 
Folkestone: case studies in using the HER and other evidence. Speaker tbc.  Open 
Talk (all welcome) 

 

 Tues 13th Dec - Christmas Seminar visit to Earth and Vision exhibition with curator 
Bryan Hawkins and mince pies and wine (All welcome) 
 



                                      
                                   RESEARCH GROUP PROGRAMME 

WINTER 2012  
 
The programme for Jan-March 2012 is still to be confirmed but we hope to include the 
following speakers and themes:  
 

 The place names and topography of the Kentish coast Chris Young (Department of 
Geography and Life Sciences CCCU)  

 

 Folkestone Finds and their significance - Keith Parfitt Senior Director of East Cliff 
excavations   

 

 Iron Age and Roman pottery and what we can learn from it –Ted Connell Vice 
President KAS (Workshop)  

 

 Site walk of Roman areas in East cliff environs-   Richard Cross Archaeological officer 
Canterbury city Council   

 

 Winbolt, Heywood Sumner and the Archaeology of Sussex  
 

Research group visits : 
 

 Sussex Archaeological Society and archaeological sites in Sussex (including 
Fishbourne Roman villa)  

 

 Sutton Hoo ship Burial and interpretation centre (All welcome) 
 

 Trip to see Dover store (CAT) and trip to Dover Museum 
 
 
NB: Work on the Winbolt Collection  
There is an exciting opportunity of continued work this Autumn and Winter with the 
Winbolt collection of finds from the Roman villa site which are held at Folkestone History 
Resource centre. This will be for 2-3 people: Thursday evenings, very occasional Saturday, 
and/or possibly one or a half day alternate weeks, all through to end of year. This is an 
excellent opportunity to get to know more about the archaeology of the area close up and 
to help to conserve and interpret this valuable collection. Please contact us if you would 
like to take part. 
 
 
RESEARCH GROUP CONTACTS 
Lesley Hardy lesley.hardy@canterbury.ac.uk  
Hannah Lewis hannah.lewis@canterbury.ac.uk 
01303 850614 Folkestone People’s History Centre 
01303 760600 University Centre Folkestone  
University Centre Folkestone www.ucf.ac.uk  
A Town Unearthed www.atownunearthed.co.uk  
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